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Pride Alliance and the Gamma Rho Lambda 
Omicron Chapter, the social sorority for the 
LGBTQIA+ and ally community, are hosting 
a space-themed Pride Prom from 8 to 10 p.m. 
Friday in the Great Hall of the Memorial Union 
to raise money for the Trevor Project.
“Pride Prom is a community event that is 
similar to a normal prom but inherently more 
inclusive,” said Roslyn Gray, president of Pride 
Alliance. “People can bring whoever they want 
to and dress however they would like.”
Gray said that the idea for the event came 
from the want for a more inclusive event similar 
to what they have experienced at other pride 
proms. There was an event similar to a pride 
prom hosted by Pride Alliance years ago, but it 
was never called a pride prom.
Danc ing  i s  no t  the  on l y  op t ion  o f 
entertainment for attendees, because vegan, 
vegetarian and gluten-free food options will be 
available as well as a photobooth. Coloring pages 
will be available for those who wish to hang out 
but not dance.
Though Pride Prom is aimed at the queer 
community and its allies, anyone is welcome 
to attend the dance, including students, faculty, 
staff and community members and not just those 
within the LGBTQIA+ community, Gray said.
“Everyone is welcome but attendees need to 
understand that this is a chance for LGBTQIA+ 
students and also community members to be 
themselves,” Gray said.
Tickets are $5 before the event at Pride 
Alliance events, during Pride Alliance’s office 
hours and in 2680 Beardshear. Attendees can 
also by tickets for $8 cash at the door. All 
proceeds from the event are donated to the 
Trevor Project.
The Trevor Project is a national organization 
providing crisis intervention and suicide 
prevention services to LGBTQIA+ youth 
under 25. Some of these resources include 
suicide prevention trainings and resources, crisis 
intervention hotlines and other community 
resources.
Rep. Er ic  Swalwel l , D-Cal i f. , 
announced his presidential campaign 
Monday on The Late Show with Stephen 
Colbert. He will be holding a town hall 
at 6 p.m. Thursday in the Gallery Room 
of the Memorial Union.
Swalwell’s campaign highlights the 
issue of gun control, which is the first 
issue listed on the “My Plan” section of 
his website, and he held a town hall on 
Tuesday on ending gun violence near 
the site of the 2018 Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School.
In Congress, Swalwell is Chairman of 
the House Subcommittee on Intelligence 
Modernization and Readiness, in 
addition to serving as a member on 
several other committees. 
Swalwell joins nearly 20 other former 
or current elected office holders seeking 
the Democratic party nomination for 
president in 2020, including fellow 
Californian, Sen. Kamala Harris. 
He has served in the U.S. House of 
Representatives since the 2012 election, 
defeat ing a  20-term incumbent 
Democrat in the general election through 
California’s blanket primary system.
Like fe l low 2020 Democrat ic 
presidential candidates Beto O’Rourke, 
Tim Ryan, Tulsi Gabbard and John 
Delaney, Swalwell is trying to break a 
historical trend. 
All of these candidates’ most recent 
experience in elected office was the U.S. 
House of Representatives, from which 
no candidate has been elected president 
without other experience in higher office 
since President James Garfield in 1880.
The most recent Selzer poll of likely 
Iowa caucus goers found only 30 percent 
of voters had an opinion of Swalwell, 
with 70 percent either having no opinion 
or not knowing enough about him to 
have one. Zero voters who were polled 
listed Swalwell as their first choice for 
president. However, this poll was entirely 
conducted before he announced his 
candidacy.
Student Government leadership will 
be changing hands as Austin Graber 
and Vishesh Bhatia take their places as 
student body president and vice president 
of Iowa State at 6 p.m. Thursday.
Graber, a senior in business economics, 
and Bhatia, a junior in genetics, ran 
on the platform of “Elevate. Educate. 
Connect.”
Their campaign focused on elevating 
Cyclone pride, educating on student 
wellness and connecting Cyclones by 
increasing awareness surrounding the 
Tree of Oppression and its purpose, 
conducting Fireside Chats and Reverse 
Town Halls to keep students informed, 
creating a mental health section in 
Destination Iowa State and bringing in 
lectures series that covered topics such as 
sexual assault awareness and prevention, 
mental health and sustainability.
Transparency and communication 
with students was also a big part of the 
Graber-Bhatia campaign, with Reverse 
Town Halls and Fireside Chats as two 
ways that they hoped to reach out to 
more students and talk about how issues 
on campus are affecting them.
During their campaigning, Graber and 
Bhatia had originally put out the idea for 
an “ISUCares” event, a day where student 
volunteer around the Ames community 
to give back and show appreciation.
“We took [ISUCares] down because 
we really hadn’t talked to anyone about 
that,” Graber said. “Bryan [Phillips] 
apparently saw that on our website and 
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Austin Graber and Vishesh Bhatia celebrate after it was announced they were the newly elected Student Government president and vice president 
with 54 percent of the vote, as announced on Friday, March 15.
LGBTQIA+ orgs to host space-themed prom
BY MADELYN.OSTENDORF
@iowastatedaily.com
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Jared Thomas Witt, age 37, of 1313 Sunshine Run 
— Arnolds Park, Iowa, was arrested and charged 
with public intoxication - 3rd or subsequent 
offense at Welch Avenue and Little Street (reported 
at 4:02 a.m.). 
An individual reported being sexually assaulted by 
an acquaintance at University Village. 
Tyler Gordon Vogel, age 20, of 2112 Lincoln Way 
— Ames, Iowa, was cited for possession of alcohol 
under the legal age at Knapp Street and Lynn 
Avenue (reported at 5:00 p.m.). 
Robert Jack Carter, age 20, of 2305 180th Street 
— Washington, Iowa, was cited for possession of 
alcohol under the legal age at Tripp Street and S. 
Wilmoth Avenue (reported at 6:43 p.m.). 
Drew Michael Boffeli, age 20, of 2180 Stone Brook 
Lane — Eldridge, Iowa, was cited for possession 
of alcohol under the legal age at Hayward Avenue 
and Knapp Street (reported at 6:53 p.m.). 
Joshua David Yoder, age 20, of 23797 E 1260th 
Street — Geneseo, Illinois, was cited for possession 
of alcohol under the legal age at the Ames Inter-
modal Facility (reported at 8:26 p.m.). 
Benjamin D Barger, age 20, of 40 Forestview Lane 
— Aurora, Iowa, was cited for possession of alcohol 
under the legal age at Chamberlain Street and 
Hayward Avenue (reported at 9:15 p.m.). 
Tiffany Lynn Poen, age 19, of 2152 Lincoln Way 
— Ames, Iowa, was cited for possession of alcohol 
under the legal age at Arbor Street and State 
Avenue (reported at 10:14 p.m.). 
Max Glenn Heithoff, age 20, of 26125 Jade 
Avenue Carroll, Iowa, was cited for possession of 
alcohol under the legal age at Arbor Street and 
State Avenue (reported at 10:14 p.m.). 
4.7.2019
An officer checked on the welfare of an individual 
at Helser Hall (reported at 12:27 a.m.). 
An officer assisted an individual who was experi-
encing medical difficulties. The person was trans-
ported to a medical facility for treatment at Bessey 
Hall (reported at 9:32 a.m.). 
An officer checked on the welfare of an individual 
at 161 University Village (reported at 2:36 p.m.). 
The person was transported to a medical facility for 
treatment.
An individual reported being sexually assaulted by 
an acquaintance at Buchanan Hall. 
Travis Mark Schulte, age 35, was arrested and 
charged with operating while intoxicated, failure 
to maintain control, fail to yield upon left turn, and 
driving on wrong side of two-way highway at N. 
University Boulevard and Haber Road (reported at 
9:37 p.m.). 
4.8.2019
An officer responded to a report of suspicious 
activity at Horse Barn (reported at 6:12 a.m.). 
An individual reported the theft of a trumpet at the 
Scheman Building (reported at 12:00 p.m.). 
 Free food
Iowa State students celebrated ISU Dining Day  on Central Campus on Wednesday. The 
event featured booths from the different ISU Dining departments.
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The Iowa State Daily welcomes comments 
and suggestions or complaints about errors 
that warrant correction. 
To submit a correction, please contact our 
editor at 515-294-5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.
21 “__ Gang”
22 Tolstoy work subtitled “The 




29 Ran off with
31 Multi-institutional financial crisis
34 Mexican cover-up
36 JFK Library architect I.M.
37 Connecticut hrs.
38 It’s used to break a habit
42 That girl
45 Garden pond fish
46 Weather map line







64 Place for some me-time
65 Make a muffler, perhaps
66 Browser feature, or what the 







74 Company with “counting sheep” 
ads
1 Popular food fish
2 Ristorante request
3 The “L” in URL
4 Org. for shrinks
5 Showroom model
6 Sacred beetle
7 Sacha Baron Cohen’s “Da __ G 
Show”
8 Galoots
9 Reporter known for ducking into 
phone booths
10 New York city near the Pennsyl-
vania border
11 “Well played!”
12 Sister of Apollo




27 Antepenultimate fairy tale word






41 Sleigh’s parking spot
42 Vivacity
43 Neanderthal, for one
44 Frequent schoolroom activity




52 Club on the diamond
53 Mariano Rivera, e.g.
57 Fairy queen of English legend
60 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
61 Site of the Ko’olau range
63 Tampa NFLers
67 Lowlife
68 With 23-Down, what an accused 
thug may beat
Crossword
1 Food at a bar
6 54-Across vaccine developer
10 “My stars!”
14 Run off, in a way
15 Help in solving
16 Age-old stories















Front page weather courtesy of the American Meteorological Society.
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Vans is the guest company 
designer for this year’s Fashion 
Show, and as a part of Fashion 
Week celebrations, the members 
of the Vans team will be speaking 
about their brand’s mission.
Their lecture titled “Vans: 
Empowering Youth Culture” will 
be at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Sun 
Room of the Memorial Union.
“Members of their team will 
speak about  the company ’s 
culture, history, and the success 
of the iconic California brand,” 
accord ing  to  the  L ec ture s 
Program website. “They will 
d i s c u s s  h ow  t h e  c om p a ny 
structure and business strategies 
have evolved to maintain its ‘Off 
the Wall’ mission.”
The company creates a variety 
of footwear, accessories and 
clothing that are based around 
being active.
“Presenters include company 
recruiter Katie Essex; apparel 
merchandiser Lynda Castillo; 
a p p a r e l  d e s i g n e r  J a m e s 
M c C a h o n , a n d  f o o t w e a r 
designers Jerod Harmon and 
Derek  Huenec ke , who  a re 
both graduates of Iowa State’s 
industr ial  design program,” 
accord ing  to  the  L ec ture s 
Program website.
The Fashion Show 2019 will 
be at 7 p.m. Saturday in Stephens 
Auditorium. Tickets are available 
through Ticketmaster or at the 
Stephens Auditorium Ticket 
Office.
“Vans: Empowering Youth 
Culture” is cosponsored by the 
College of Design, Industrial 
Design, The Fashion Show and 
the Committee on Lectures, 
which is funded by Student 
Government.
Teamwork plays a crucial role for the 
managerial and outreach producers to 
guarantee overall success of The Fashion 
Show. 
Managerial producers Sydney Lawrence 
and Grace Rosson work with the 36 directors 
of the show and all of the committee members 
in addition to overseeing a majority of the 
show’s planning.
Lawrence and Rosson work alongside 
outreach producers, Emma Kachelmeyer and 
Hannah Harnack, though they have differing 
roles. As outreach producers, Kachelmeyer 
and Harnack work with outside sources, 
donor relations and help in securing this 
year’s guest designer, Vans.
Lawrence and Rosson have worked closely 
all year as the managerial producers and feel 
they make a great team.
“We balance each other out,” Rosson, 
senior in apparel merchandising and design, 
said. “[Lawrence] knows all the auxiliary 
events that feed into the show and I know all 
the backstage operations so it helps when we 
are trying to help our director teams.”
Lawrence, a l so  a  senior  in  appare l 
merchandising and design, and Rosson have 
stayed busy with the weekly Wednesday night 
director’s meeting, office hours, meetings 
with adviser Sarah Bennett and making 
themselves available to attend other events.
This year, they have made it a point to 
advertise and grow student interest and 
participation in the show.
“Though [The Fashion Show] resides in 
the College of Human Sciences and heavily 
in AMD [Apparel, Merchandising and 
Design], that’s something that we are trying 
to break that misconception like anyone can 
join,” Lawrence said.
Lawrence and Rosson said they are very 
excited about the “Coast to Coast” theme 
and that it is different from anything that 
has been done before.
“I think it ’s the first year we are doing 
something bold and it’s more youthful which 
relates to our audience more,” Lawrence said. 
“It really does like empower our youth.”
Rosson and Lawrence said they have 
learned a lot in the role of managerial 
producers including public speaking skills, 
learning how to better communication and 
trusting your gut. They said they have loved 
working with the directors and committee 
members and are thankful for everyone’s 
hard work.
“That ’s kinda cool to see people kinda 
come into their own and seeing the directors 
grow as people and leaders,” Rosson said. “It 
really shows the purpose of the organization 
is to build and grow leaders that are going to 
be in the industry very soon.”
Rosson and Lawrence said they are excited 
to see all the hard work come to fruition 
Saturday and encourage everyone to keep 
checking social media for upcoming news 
about the show.
The Fashion Show 2019 will be at 7 p.m. 
Saturday in Stephens Auditorium. Tickets 
are available through Ticketmaster or at the 
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Emma Kachelmeyer, Grace Rosson, Sydney Lawrence and Hannah Harnack are producers of The Fashion Show this year. Lawrence and Rosson 
are the managerial producers and Kachelmeyer and Harnack are the outreach producers.




ideas to create 
food system 
where all win 
BY MEGAN.NEMEC
@iowastatedaily.com
Author Bob Quinn and co-author Liz 
Carlisle spoke about creating a food system 
where everyone wins in regards to their new 
book, “Grain by Grain: A Quest to Revive 
Ancient Wheat, Rural Jobs, and Healthy 
Foods” on Wednesday at Curtiss Hall.
Quinn is the founder of Kamut International 
and has 32 years of experience in exploring 
alternatives to industrial agriculture and food 
production in the United States.
Carlisle is a lecturer in the school of earth, 
energy and environmental sciences at Standford 
University where she teaches courses on food 
and agriculture, sustainability transition and 
environmental communication.
Quinn was raised on a wheat and cattle 
ranch in north central Montana and he was 
raised on thinking wheat was the staff of life. 
Today, 20 percent of people now don’t even eat 
wheat due to sensitivities and Quinn said he 
wanted to know what was going on.
“The problem with wheat sensitivities sits 
on a three-legged stool and they’re all broke,” 
Quinn said. “The legs are production, process-
ing and seeds.”
Quinn went to college for a total of 10 years, 
eventually deciding to come back to the farm. 
To provide for two families, he searched for a 
niche market and began Montana Flour & 
Grains where they sold wheat by the truckload 
to California.
“My customer called me and requested 
organic grain,” Quinn said. “I said yes but didn’t 
know an organic farmer or believe in it.”
After attending an organic group meeting, 
Quinn was astounded by the discussion about 
rotations in weed cycles and the feeling of a 
field under a footstep. He said he had not heard 
anyone talk like this and he decided to do his 
own experiment.
“I had 20 acres of alfalfa turned under and a 
separate field with chemicals,” Quinn said. “At 
harvest, I found that yields were identical but 
the organic field lowered input costs, increased 
crop value and increased agronomic and eco-
nomic viability. We ended up with 25 percent 
of our acres directly converted to organic.”
After 30 years of research, Quinn learned 
that the principles of regeneration of organic 
systems are built upon diversity, soil regener-
ation and feeding the soil and not the plants.
“The closer we can mimic nature, the closer 
we can come to a regenerative, sustainable 
organic system and this is the goal,” Quinn said.
Quinn also said he believes that he is no 
longer growing commodity crops, instead, they 
are growing food.
“My family ended up growing ancient 
grain and now we have over 3,500 products,” 
Quinn said.
This ancient grain is more than just your 
average wheat. Medical benefits were found in 
the grain such as anti-inflammatory properties, 
lower cholesterol and overall a better feeling 
after eating.
“Eventually I trademarked Kamut Khorasan, 
organically grown, 100 percent ancient 
Khorasan wheat with claims supported by 
research,” Quinn said.
To change the future of the food system, the 
food system should change from high indus-
trial to regenerative organic, making healthier 
soils and plants. The high cost of cheap food 
needs to be addressed to ensure farmers are 
not going broke.
“We are producers and co-producers, we’re in 
this together,” Quinn said. “We need to create 
a food system where everyone wins.”
COURTESY OF PIXABAY
Vans is the official guest designer 
of The Fashion Show. The com-
pany will host a lecture Thursday.
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The Greenlee School and Kappa Tau Alpha 
presented their Diversity and Inclusion Award 
on Wednesday as part of Iowa State’s First 
Amendment Days.
Rheya Spigner, KCCI anchor and reporter, 
and Whitney Mason, reporter and Voices 
editor for the Iowa State Daily, were recog-
nized for their outstanding work progressing 
diversity and inclusion in the journalism field.
Kelly Winfrey, an Iowa State assistant pro-
fessor of journalism and mass communication, 
introduced Spigner and Mason. Winfrey gave 
a brief overview on what the two recipients 
have been involved with and why they were 
selected for this award.
“I love being able to hear and see different 
perspectives of the community,” Spigner said. 
“This award is extremely validating that I am 
where I’m supposed to be.”
After being introduced, Spigner and Mason 
each delivered speeches on their work experi-
ences and career goals.
Spigner was acknowledged with this award 
because of her commitment to social issues 
and diversity. She has led KCCI’s project 
community initiative focused on diverse issues.
Spigner, originally from Los Angeles, began 
working in Albany, Georgia. Her first job was 
as a multimedia journalist. She learned the 
importance of her representation in the news-
room and how the color of her skin would be 
relevant to some stories.
Spigner is thankful her perspective is rec-
ognized and that she gets to walk into a job 
she loves every day.
Mason is the student winner of the award. 
She was recommended by several faculty 
members for this award as she shows a “true 
commitment to diversity.”
When speaking about attending Iowa State, 
Mason said she was aware of Iowa State’s lack 
of diversity but loves a challenge. Mason said 
she loves to explore and understand people.
Mason decided to join the Iowa State 
Daily staff. Mason said her work taught her 
how to communicate with people and she 
knew she wanted to tell the stories of diverse 
Timmy Ham, a professional street artist and 
entrepreneur from Phoenix, Arizona, spoke 
to students and staff Wednesday morning in 
Agronomy Hall. Ham told the audience how 
he has used social media to further his brand 
and his art.
“I was there at the start of social media,” Ham 
said. “As an artist, I used it to get business and 
to create a brand for myself.”
With more than 500,000 followers across 
social media, Ham has been recognized by 
large brands as a leader in street art. Ham has 
worked with companies such as Red Bull, Pepsi, 
Lexus and Uber. Through his following on 
social media, Ham won the 2017 Best in Art 
Shorty Award.
“It’s crazy to see how you can go from painting 
shoes to working with Lexus,” Ham said.
In honor of First Amendment Days, mediator 
Sherry Berghefer asked Ham his opinion on the 
relationship between street art and copyright.
“Always have a written agreement,” Ham 
said. “Otherwise, it’s he-said, she-said. In those 
situations, bigger brands usually come out on 
top. Copyright protects the creator.”
While there are negative stigmas surrounding 
street art, Ham says real estate owners know the 
value of the art on their building.
“Someone can have a cool building, but if an 
artist comes and adds to it, people might go to 
take pictures there and it draws in foot-traffic,” 
Ham said. “These artists are creating landmarks.”
Companies such as H&M and GM have 
been under fire for using smaller creators 
artwork in advertisements without giving credit 
to the artist, and public figures like Ham have 
begun to notice.
“It’s really cool that with social media, smaller 
creators can call out these large companies,” 
Ham said. “With the rise of social media, 
everyone has a voice.”
Ham also talked about the “gray-areas” 
surrounding what is protected under copyright 
and what is not.
“Sometimes it’s hard to make that distinction,” 
Ham said. “There is a really fine, gray line 
between what is right and wrong. The problem 
comes when companies try to make money off 
of smaller creator’s work.”
Ham will paint a live street art demonstration 
at 11 a.m. Thursday outside of Curtis Hall.
Doug Burns, a co-owner of the Daily 
Times Herald in Carroll, Iowa, and Jared 
Strong, a reporter, spoke on Wednesday at 
12:10 p.m. in 169 Hamilton Hall about 
their experiences defending a libel lawsuit.
One day in 2017, one of Strong’s sources 
called him with a tip. Strong was told a 
teenager had defaced a car of a different 
teenager with a swastika because of a love 
triangle between teenagers and a police 
officer, Jake Smith.
After looking up the court case on the 
criminal incident, Strong called the chief 
of police, Brad Burke, to inform him of 
the situation and give him a heads up. The 
police chief turned around and called Burns.
“He called and said, ‘ look, societies 
changing, I don’t know that we can be 
so judgmental,’” Burns said. “I said ‘look, 
there’s only one question I have for you, is 
one of your police officers having a sexual 
relationship with a teenager.’”
The age of consent in Iowa is 16 as long as 
the older individual is not an authoritarian 
figure such as member of the clergy, teacher, 
coach or employer.
“For some reason police officers are not 
in that category,” Burns said.
The police chief went on to threaten the 
paper and said they could pull any of the 
employees over at any time.
“If he is going to use that kind of attack 
on me, what about somebody who’s at 
the margins,” Burns said. “I ended the 
conversation by saying I fully trusted our 
reporter and that we were going to pursue 
the story.”
Strong continued the investigation. The 
city manager caught wind of what was 
going on and ordered an investigation into 
the relationship. They found the police chief 
had known for months and was looking the 
other way.
W hen the gir l  was 16 she thought 
someone had broken into her car in the 
Walmart parking lot. Smith responded to 
the call and she said “you’re hot.”
S t ro n g  s a i d  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t e x t i n g 
Brenda Witherspoon, senior lecturer in 
the Greenlee School of Journalism and 
Communication, led a discussion Wednesday 
about the difference between offensive and 
violent speech.
The opening topic was about the recent 
shooting in New Zealand and how the 
shooter live streamed the event. The shooter 
also published a manifesto, describing the 
intent before the shooting, which was sent 
to local media. Shortly after the shooting, the 
prime minister pledged to no longer speak 
the person’s name or give any more attention 
and urged others to do so. New Zealand has 
free speech protection, but they also have 
someone who distinguishes the difference 
between offensive and violent speech.
Witherspoon asked the discussion group 
their thoughts about the censorship and how 
it would apply in the United States. Michael 
Bugeja, professor in the Greenlee School of 
Journalism and Communication, said there 
was the idea of a sixth freedom of the First 
Amendment, which would be the freedom 
of conscience, but it was excluded from the 
current form of the Constitution.
“Freedom of conscience would make this 
a violation of the First Amendment, had 
that been included,” Bugeja said. “People are 
trying to get back to this sixth [freedom of 
the first] amendment, I’ve come to think the 
sixth [freedom of the first] amendment, both 
freedom of conscience should have been left 
out in the first amendment.”
Bugeja said he has gone back and forth on 
this aspect. If the sixth freedom was in the 
final verison of the Constitution, it would 
help underrepresented groups.
Mathew Grisham, a junior in journalism 
and mass communication, agreed with 
Bugeja about the sixth freedom.
“It has upsides if the sixth [freedom of 
the first] amendment were to be there, 
but I think the downsides are potentially 
more dangerous on the censorship ground 
and stuff like that and stopping speech 
of what basically you don’t wanna hear, 
like you don’t wanna hear over racism and 
everything like that,” Grisham said “But the 
FIRST AMENDMENT DAYS
Police offer advice on Uber, Lyft safety
Around 2 a.m. on March 29, friends 
of Samantha Josephson noticed she 
was missing after a night out at a bar 
scene close to campus.
Twelve hours later they reported 
Josephson missing and two hours after 
that, she was found dead.
Through security footage, the 
Columbia Police Department reported 
she was last seen getting into a black 
Chevy Impala shortly after 2 a.m.
L a te r, po l i c e  repo r t ed  the 
21-year-old University of South 
Carolina student had mistaken this 
car as her Uber.
This death has prompted law 
enforcement agencies to intensify 
warning to students surrounding 
safety when using these rideshare 
services.
In Ames, the Iowa State University 
Police Department (ISUPD) and the 
Ames Police Department caution 
students to avoid getting into vehicles 
before verifying the vehicle and driver 
information and travel in pairs.
“If you are in Campustown area, we 
always want people to monitor how 
much alcohol they’re drinking,” said 
Jason Tuttle, an Ames Police com-
mander. “If you are going to request a 
ride, stay inside the building you’re in.”
This prevents a potential perpe-
trator from seeing you linger outside 
waiting for the ride and taking advan-
tage of that.
Both agencies mainly recommend 
to verify the information provided 
through the app before entering the 
vehicle. Both Uber and Lyft provide 
the name of the driver, a vehicle make 
and model and a license plate number.
“A lot of people will say, you 
know their driver is supposed to be 
Stephanie, and so they get in the car 
and say ‘hey are you Stephanie’ and it’s 
really easy for a driver to say ‘yep,’” said 
Anthony Greiter, a crime prevention 
specialist with ISUPD.
Greiter gave the recommendation 
of asking the driver the wrong name, 
and if they confirm the name, you 
know there is a problem.
Once this information is verified, 
law enforcement recommends sitting 
in the back seat of the vehicle to put 
space between you and the driver.
Greiter said if students do feel 
unsafe using these services, there are 
other late-night options offered in 
Ames such as taxi services, SafeRide, 
CyRide and the new Rave Guardian 
app. 
If individuals do feel unsafe, espe-
cially in the Campustown area, Tuttle 
said there are always one or two offi-
cers within the bar area of Welch 
Avenue.
“If you hear something or see some-
thing that makes you uncomfortable 
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This column was f irst published in the Des 
Moines Register on March 26, 2019.
We write in response to Steve Sherman’s 
recent guest column [Legislation supports 
homeowners’ property rights, curbs rental 
caps.]
We have been involved in Ames’ rental cap 
process from its inception and want to make 
clear why near-campus neighborhoods, the 
only ones in Iowa subject to rental caps, are 
unique and worth fighting to preserve.
We question the Legislature’s interference 
(i.e., Senate File 447 and House File 718) 
in what has traditionally been a matter for 
local legislation: allowable property uses in 
single-family neighborhoods.
We have all lived in the South Campus 
neighborhood for over 30 years. It’s a won-
derful place to live, within walking distance 
to Iowa State, Campustown and university 
facilities. Homes in this historic neighbor-
hood are 80-100 years old and represent a 
wide variety of architectural styles. 
Many residents have lived here for decades 
and young people are buying homes as older 
residents begin to move away. Our homes 
might be worth more if sold for rental, but 
this is not what motivates those who fought 
for and want to preserve the rental cap.
This neighborhood has always been a 
mix of owner-occupied and rental, with 
the vast majority of renters being students. 
The critical issue is the balance between 
these uses. In the past few years, we have 
watched owner-occupied homes turn to 
rentals with alarming frequency. Rentals 
now exceed 40 percent of all properties in 
our neighborhood.
Neighborhoods like ours are goldmines 
for those seeking investment in student 
housing, but are also a source of affordable 
homes for those who work and want to live 
in Ames. 
Conver t ing these  homes to  renta l s 
removes them from the stock of affordable 
housing, already in short supply. 
In fact, homes have been selling quickly 
since conversion of owner-occupied to rental 
has been prohibited.
So, what is the problem with increased 
student rentals? It is not merely an issue of 
enforcement as Realtors like Mr. Sherman 
insist. First of all, enforcement in Ames is 
complaint-driven; this puts residents in the 
awkward and “non-neighborly” position 
of being monitors. Nor is every nuisance a 
reportable offense.
Just walk or drive early in the morning on 
streets near campus, outside our neighbor-
hood, that are 100 percent rental. They are 
instantly identifiable from appearance alone 
as different from those streets with more of 
a balance. You’ll see unattractive yards, mud 
next to driveways where cars have driven, 
trash, garbage pails overflowing and left on 
the curb, broken screens and cups and cans 
from the party last night.
 These streets have declined as resident 
homeowners were driven away; no one was 
left to report problems. These are the streets 
where the VEISHEA riots started. We do 
not want our neighborhoods to suffer the 
same fate.
Of course, many student renters are 
well-behaved and responsible. But their stay 
in any neighborhood is short; the long-term 
bonds that are the fabric of a healthy neigh-
borhood simply cannot be formed.
This issue comes down to a conflict we 
see at every level of government: short-term 
individual financial gain versus long-term 
good of the community. 
This helps explain why, from the start, 
the most vocal opposition to a rental cap in 
Ames came not from homeowners who over-
whelmingly supported the cap but from the 
Realtor community — individuals who don’t 
live in our neighborhoods. In contrast, and 
to its credit, the Ames City Council clearly 
saw the value of preserving the stability of 
these neighborhoods. 
The council considered the quality of life 
for those who remain versus the poten-
tial profit of those who leave and chose 
preserving vibrant neighborhoods over 
ensuring maximum profit.
Ames worked for many months to craft 
its rental cap, including various exemptions 
and exceptions to minimize any potential 
financial harm. One such exception deals 
with difficulty in selling a home that is sur-
rounded on at least three sides by rentals. 
The need for such an exception is proof 
that, once the balance has sufficiently shifted, 
potential purchasers will not want to live in 
these homes. Without the cap, more and 
more homes will be in this very situation. 
This is how to destroy a beautiful, historic 
neighborhood.
Barbara Pleasants recently retired f rom 
a faculty position at Iowa State University. 
Leslie Kawaler is a f reelance editor, neigh-
borhood activist and former attorney. Sandra 
McJimsey is retired from administrative posts 
at Iowa State University and a local men-
tal-health center. All three are South Campus 
Area Neighborhood residents.
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Good luck to new leadership
For those in tune with campus politics, 
today marks a special occasion — the 
newly elected president and vice presi-
dent will be inaugurated.
In March, Austin Graber and Vishesh 
Bhatia were elected to president, vice 
president with 54 percent of the votes.
The Iowa State Student Government 
inauguration will be held at the Iowa 
State Alumni Center at 6 p.m. It will 
serve as an opportunity for the Graber 
and Bhatia to introduce themselves to 
administrators and other campus leaders.
Throughout their campaign process, 
Graber and Bhatia ran on a platform to 
elevate, educate and connect by focus-
ing their efforts on student wellness, 
elevating Cyclone pride and building 
community.
Major platform points by Graber and 
Bhatia include conducting Fireside Chats 
and hosting Reverse Town Halls, creating 
a mental health section in Destination 
Iowa State and bringing in a lecture 
series that focuses on sexual assault and 
mental health awareness.
As with any candidate, the ISD 
Editorial Board hopes that their time 
in office is a success. Election season 
oftentimes brings in a slew of new ideas 
and initiatives to campus that otherwise 
would fall to the wayside or that the 
previous administration couldn’t dedi-
cate energy to.
When Student Government does well, 
the students benefit. That being said, the 
ISD Editorial Board encourages Graber 
and Bhatia to welcome new ideas that 
weren’t previously discussed by their 
campaign. As they build a cabinet to 
focus on specific issues, as well as engage 
with the Senate, it is important to rec-
ognize that campaign promises can, and 
should, adapt.
However, as with any president and 
vice president, it is important to run a 
transparent administration. While it is 
difficult to ensure that every campaign 
promise sees fruition, we encourage 
Graber and Bhatia to share in their 
shortcomings and successes.
The Student Government president 
and vice president, once in office, are 
tasked with a multitude of responsibili-
ties such as sitting on committees, rep-
resenting students and being a present, 
active voice on campus.
The ISD Editorial Board recommends 
that Graber and Bhatia remain mindful 
of their daunting schedules and ensure 
that they fit in time to work on their 
platform points.
The role of Student Government pres-
ident and vice president is daunting. It is 
oftentimes a thankless job that requires 
long days and long nights.
The ISD Editorial Board commends 
all students that take time out of their 
Iowa State experience to create a better 
campus for their classmates. We hope 
that Graber and Bhatia will be successful 
in their upcoming administration.
EDITORIAL
GUEST COLUMN
Near-campus homes worth preserving
BY BARBARA PLEASANTS, LESLIE 
KAWALER, AND SANDRA MCJIMSEY
IOWA VIEW CONTRIBUTERS
GILLIAN HOLTE/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Guest columnists argue that rental caps are beneficial to neighborhoods in Ames.
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The Big 12 Conference and 
ESPN announced Wednesday an 
expansion to their existing rights 
agreement. The deal, which runs 
through 2024-25 season, will bring 
more Big 12 events to ESPN+, 
a subscription service that was 
founded in April 2018.
Eight of the 10 Big 12 schools 
will have their games featured on 
ESPN+ under the new agreement. 
Texas and Oklahoma will not pro-
duce content for ESPN+.
“This is a very important and 
strategic move by both the Big 12 
Conference and ESPN, and the 
announcement further enhances 
the Big 12 brand and favorably 
positions the conference for years 
to come,” said Iowa State Director 
of Athletics Jamie Pollard in a 
press release. “To be the first auton-
omy conference to have a branded 
identity on the ESPN+ platform 
speaks to the long-term growth 
of the conference and our com-
mitment to embrace technology 
in order to best deliver content to 
our fans.”
Iowa State will begin producing 
content for ESPN+ in July 2020, 
along with West Virginia, Texas 
Tech and Texas Christian (TCU). 
Baylor, Kansas, Kansas State and 
Oklahoma State will begin in July 
2019.
“Our institutions are thrilled 
with the exposure all 10 athletics 
programs will receive through this 
Big 12-branded offering,” said Big 
12 Commissioner Bob Bowlsby in 
a release. “Building on our relation-
ship with ESPN and Disney DTCI 
allows our programs access to cut-
ting-edge technology through the 
ESPN+ platform, and the ability 
for multiple live contests to be dis-
tributed simultaneously.
“Our goal was to be forward 
thinking in the use of technology 
to create a conference-branded 
platform and believe this part-
nership ideally positions the Big 
12 now and into the foreseeable 
future.”
According to a release from 
ESPN, the deal includes at least 
50 exclusive events each year. These 
events will include a regular season 
football game from each partici-
pating school each season.
In a release, Pollard said Iowa 
S tate  expects  to  cont inue i t s 
work with Cyclones.TV and its 
Mediacom channel will also con-
tinue. Live games will instead air 
on ESPN+.
“Mediacom has been a tremen-
dous partner for our institution 
and they have been instrumental 
in helping Iowa State Athletics 
grow its brand,” Pollard said. “We 
do recognize that live game tele-
casts for all sports, previously aired 
on Cyclones.tv and Mediacom, 
will move to the ESPN+ platform. 
However, we’ll continue to show 
other programming inc luding 
media conferences, coaches’ shows, 
special features and replays of all 
live home game content.”
Bridget Carleton goes pro
BY NOAH.ROHLFING
@iowastatedaily.com
MIKINNA KERNS/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Senior Guard Bridget Carleton drives to the hoop during the Iowa State vs Texas Tech women’s basketball game Jan. 29 in Hilton Coliseum. Iowa 







Big 12 expands rights agreement with ESPN to 2024-25
IOWA STATE DAILY
Then-Iowa State men’s basketball coach Fred Hoiberg talks with the ESPN 
College GameDay crew Jan. 17, 2015 at Hilton Coliseum.
Former Iowa State star Bridget Carleton 
was all smiles as she stepped into the Sukup 
Basketball Complex Wednesday night with 
fellow senior Meredith Burkhall by her side.
It wasn’t difficult to understand why.
The Chatham, Ontario, Canada native’s 
WNBA dream got one step closer to becom-
ing a reality as she became the 14th Cyclone 
in history to be picked in the WNBA Draft.
Carleton was selected with the 21st overall 
pick in the second round by the Connecticut 
Sun. She is the first Cyclone selected in 
the WNBA Draft since Nikki Moody was 
drafted in the third round of the 2015 Draft 
by the San Antonio Stars (now the Las Vegas 
Aces).
Carleton said she felt it was a great fit.
“I’m super excited, Connecticut is a great 
franchise,” Carleton said. “They’ve been to 
Iowa State games, so I know them really well.
“I’m just really, really looking forward to it.”
The entire Iowa State women’s basketball 
team — along with coaches and other staff 
— was watching the draft when Carleton’s 
name was called. Carleton said she was on 
the phone with her parents all night as well.
Carleton will be up against history in her 
WNBA pursuits, as the Cyclones have had 
few draft picks stick in the league. Alison 
Lacey, a 2010 first round pick, won a champi-
onship with the Seattle Storm the same year, 
but the Cyclones haven’t had much to write 
home about in the professional ranks.
The Sun were a WNBA playoff team in 
the 2018 season, finishing with a regular-sea-
son record of 21-13 and earning the No. 4 
seed. Their playoff run was short, however, 
with a loss in the second round ending their 
season. Leading the Sun is forward Chiney 
Ogwumike, a third-year star who averaged 
14.4 points per game in 2018.
The coach of the Sun is former Indiana 
coach Curt Miller. Cyclones coach Bill 
Fennelly knows Miller well, and he was on the 
phone with the Sun coach when Carleton’s 
name was announced.
“She got picked by the perfect team,” 
Fennelly said. “It ’s not about first round, 
second round, it’s about fit.
“There’s karma involed here that No. 21 
got picked No. 21, and she got picked by an 
organization that really liked her.”
Carleton had a storied career with Iowa 
State, and her senior season cemented her 
legacy as one of Fennelly’s best players.
Finishing her career just seven points short 
of record-holder Angie Welle with 2,142 
points, Carleton averaged 21.7 points, 8.6 
rebounds, four assists and 2.2 steals per game. 
Carleton won the Cheryl Miller Award for 
being the nation’s top small forward and was 
named to the Naismith Starting Five, repre-
sentative of the five best basketball players in 
women’s college basketball for the 2018-19 
season. Carleton set a season high for points 
in a single game against Texas Christian 
(TCU) on Feb. 13, scoring 34 in a 76-69 loss.
The credit for Carleton arriving at Iowa 
State in the first place goes to assistant coach 
Jodi Steyer, Fennelly said.
Fennelly added that Carleton’s versatility 
is what translates best to the WNBA in her 
ability to play multiple positions and do “a 
little bit of everything.”
Carleton was in agreement, although 
she admitted it wouldn’t be an easy road to 
cement her place in the league.
“Obviously making the league in general 
is hard,” Carleton said. “So to make that 
12-man roster, you know, I’m going to have 
to be a great teammate no matter what my 
role is.”
Carleton’s chance to prove herself to the 
Sun is just over a month away, as WNBA 
training camp kicks off at the end April and 
preseason games begin May 13. Maintaining 
a balance between rest and getting into peak 
game shape is going to be the focus, Carleton 
said.
For Iowa State, the time has come to adjust 
to life without one of its all-time greats as 
Carleton begins her professional career.
Fennelly said there was a finality to the 
night.
“You want it to end in a unique, special way, 
and in basketball this is as good as it gets,” 
Fennelly said. “It ’s a little surreal, because 
when I hugged her, and we did this at Billy 
[Fennelly’s] house, I hugged her and I said, 
‘This is it. You’re somebody else’s now.’ It’s like 
letting your kids go.
“It ’s hard, it ’s really really hard, but I’ve 
never been around a kid that’s earned this 
more.”
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After a disappointing EP in late 
2018, Khalid Robinson, known 
simply as Khalid, found his stride 
in his sophomore studio album, 
“Free Spirit.”
“Free Spirit” finds Khalid older 
and wiser, three years after the release 
of his debut album “American Teen.” 
Khalid, now 21 years old, returns to 
the roots that made his debut album 
so successful.
Released April 5, “Free Spirit” 
features an abundance of 80s-in-
spired synth accented by trap-style 
percussion. With Khalid’s raspy 
verses and beautifully-crafted fal-
setto choruses, it is impossible not to 
view “Free Spirit” as the “it album” 
for summer.
While Khalid’s latest venture 
brings back memories of the hugely 
successful “American Teen,” the 
album does suffer from a bit of lis-
tening fatigue around three-quarters 
through the album.
Featuring 17 songs, Khalid’s 
sophomore album comes in at just 
under an hour long. While cohe-
siveness in an album is appreciated, 
having 17 songs that use similar 
instruments and musical styles can 
create a droning album.
Listening to songs in small 
portions, however, gives way to 
an appreciation of each song as it 
comes. The album features produc-
tion from electronica-heavyweights 
Disclosure and Murda Beatz.
Disclosure lent instrumentals to 
the single “Talk” which is a breath 
of fresh air in the first half of the 
album. Switching from 80’s-inspired 
synths, “Talk” utilizes a modernized 
electronic sound that yields a perfect 
platform for Khalid’s signature fal-
setto. “Talk” has all the makings for 
a perfect summer song.
The collaboration with Disclosure 
became a highlight for Khalid 
during the production process of 
“Free Spirit.”
“I love Disclosure so much, and 
they were on my wish list of people 
I wanted to collaborate with since 
I started music,” Khalid told Apple 
Music. “It’s like a gift to myself 
… And there is definitely another 
Disclosure song floating out there 
somewhere in the world.”
“Free Spirit” also carries 2018’s 
“Suncity” singles “Better” and 
“Saturday Nights.” Despite the 
average reception of “Suncity,” the 
singles mesh together with his latest 
album’s songs well.
“Bad Luck” is a clear highlight 
of the album, lending help from an 
infectious trap beat and a simple and 
subtle guitar riff. Keeping with the 
trends of today’s hip-hop culture, 
“Bad Luck” finds Khalid examining 
the loneliness of the world and how 
it has affected his life.
“Everybody actin’ like they give a 
damn / Where is everybody when 
you need a hand,” Khalid wails 
during the latter stages of the second 
verse. The album stays the course of 
“American Teen,” putting a spotlight 
on Khalid’s relationships and expe-
rience with fame.
The album ends with “Saturday 
Nights” off of “Suncity,” a slow and 
steady tale of a teenage romance as 
a result of parental neglect.
“I don’t think I really wanted to 
end the album on such a dark and 
tense note,” Khalid said in an Apple 
Music interview. “It’s one of my 
favorite songs I’ve ever written ... 
the fact that it plays a big part of 
the film as well — it was perfect. It 
had to go last.”
The ISU Theatre performance of 
“Godspell” was entertaining, deeply moving 
and thought provoking.
Based on the Biblical book of Matthew, 
the show portrays the parables and life of 
Jesus through a storytelling session amongst 
friends. This production of “Godspell” used 
a modern, stripped-back set with only a few 
wooden platforms and ladders on the stage.
The costumes were simply clothes any 
college-aged students would wear around 
campus. Lighting was bright and colorful 
at times, and other times the stage was only 
lit by the phone flashlights of the actors. 
The modern twists brought home different 
lessons from stories many have heard before.
The characters are not even named as 
each was given the name of the actor/
actress portraying them. Each friend has a 
unique personality that shines through as 
they are pulled into acting out the parables. 
The actors are true to themselves and their 
personalities as they constantly switch roles 
in the parables.
There are two traditional characters in 
“Godspell,” Jesus and John the Baptist/
Judas. The actors portraying these characters 
interact with the story and give direction 
to the whole plot, giving new meaning to 
well-known Biblical figures. You feel Jesus’ 
sadness as he knows what is coming. You 
feel Judas’ anguish as he inevitably betrays 
his friend.
“Godspell” is a musical, and the audience 
fell in love with the music as well as the 
characters on stage. The actors lent their 
voices to nearly every tune, but each char-
acter had a song to lead in their own style. A 
five-person band accompanied the musical, 
jamming and switching styles from song to 
song, ranging from rock to pop to gospel.
The cast interacted with the audience 
throughout the performance, kicking off the 
show by emerging from the crowd. From 
there on out the audience did not know 
what to expect. The cast pulled people on 
stage and ran out into the audience to shake 
hands. It felt as though the audience was a 
part of the production.
While the style of the performance 
was hard to grasp at first, “Godspell” wove 
the timeless story into a modern world. 
Stunning vocal performances from the 
entire cast as well as the music drove home 
the message of finding peace through our 
imperfections. We are all flawed, but we can 
all build on love and hope.
JENA BROSAM/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Keaton Lane plays the role of Jesus in ISU Theatre’s production of Godspell. The songs in this musical range from pop all the way to vaudeville.
‘Godspell’ turns modern
ISU Theatre puts 




‘Free Spirit’ retains youthful, hip-hop sound
BY TANNER.OWENS
@iowastatedaily.com
Courtesy of Danielle Romeo
BY MARGARET.TROUP
@iowastatedaily.com
Old Sea Brigade 
to perform at 
the M-Shop
Ben Cramer, singer and songwriter 
for the band Old Sea Brigade, will be 
performing at The Maintenance Shop 
at 7 p.m. Sunday.
A laid-back indie artist, Cramer 
creates music comparable to the likes 
of Vance Joy and Hozier, but he said 
he doesn’t want to put any labels on 
himself.
“I put myself into my own bubble,” 
Cramer said on his website. “The music 
doesn’t conform to one style. I’m in 
Nashville, but this isn’t straight-ahead 
Americana or country. At the same 
time, it ’s not just indie rock either. I 
chose to do something that felt like me. 
I chose to do something that felt like 
me. It ’s the best representation of my 
songwriting and what I grew up loving 
about music.”
Old Sea Brigade made his debut in 
2016 with his self-titled EP. Consisting 
of songs “Love Brought Weight,” 
“Better Days,” “Georgia,” “Sleep in the 
Park” and “Towns,” his debut reached 
much critical acclaim.
Cramer’s single “Tidal Wave” quickly 
surpassed two million listens on Spotify 
with critical acclaim from Clash, Indie 
Obsessive and other publications.
Cramer ’s  success  with Old Sea 
Brigade has taken off since the band’s 
first conception a few years back with 
his first tour around the United States.
Old Sea Brigade has since come out 
with three more EPs and a holiday 
EP since his debut. “Wash Me Away” 
was his first EP to come out in 2017, 
followed by the single “We Belong.” 
Cramer additionally released EP ’s 
“Cover My Own” and “Songs for the 
Holidays” in 2017.
After a short break in 2018, Old 
Sea Brigade has recently released his 
first official album in 2019, “Ode to a 
Friend.” Consisting of eleven songs, 
“Ode to a Friend” marks Old Sea 
Brigade’s longest collection yet.
“I tried to put myself into my own 
bubble,” Cramer said on his website. 
“I chose to do something that felt like 
me. It ’s the best representation of my 
songwriting and what I grew up loving 
about music.”
Tickets are available on the Student 
Union Board’s website as well as in 
person at the Maintenance Shop at 
the time of the performance. Tickets 
are $12 to the public and $10 with 
student ID.
Courtesy of RCA Records 
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communities. Mason said working at the 
Iowa State Daily taught her how the little 
things can change people’s lives.
After the speeches of the recipients the 
audience was able to ask questions. One 
area focused on was the advice Spigner and 
Mason had for others.
A question was asked on what the best 
advice they had received. A piece of advice 
that Spigner was given was to always keep 
your peace.
“Being a woman of color you will face 
adversity,” Spigner said. “You have to remem-
ber what you’re there for, what you stand for, 
what you believe in and follow that through.”
Spigner and Mason o ered advice speci c 
to journalism students as well. Mason noted 
the signi cance of supporting college jour-
nalism and media by being involved with it in 
college whether it’s in writing or broadcasting.
“My brother always told me ‘don’t limit 
yourself,’” Mason said. “I think that’s very 
valuable. I had a multicultural beat as a 
reporter but I sprinkled myself in differ-
ent areas ... then  nally know where you’re 
coming from.”
Mason said this award shows her and 
Spigner have a meaningful impact on their 
communities.
“Diversity is all about embracing people 
from different backgrounds,” Mason said. 
“You can be di erent inward or outward but 
still have similarities and be able to relate to 
each other.”
Rent to live
don’t live to rent
We're spending $8 Million Dollars in renovations so you have 
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he was like ‘Hey guys, let ’s work on that.’ 
So we are going to meet with him to discuss 
that.”
With the beginning of  their  terms 
starting Thursday evening, Graber and 
Bhatia are both starting and continuing to 
work on their initiatives during the end of 
the fall semester and into the summer.
“Even before we started running, we were 
having conversations with administration,” 
Bhatia said. “We met with Dr. Je  Johnson, 
who is the president and director of the 
SALC to start the conversation of ‘Hey, how 
can we do this Homecoming idea?’”
 ey have had many conversations with 
administrators to determine the feasibility 
of their initiatives, make the connections 
needed to get them underway and get 
constructive criticism.
“The action steps aren’t necessarily 
happening right now, it ’s more planning 
and building relationships,” Graber said. 
“That ’s one of the things we focused on 
during our campaign, building relationships. 
Right now, we are focused on building our 
cabinet.”
Graber and Bhatia said all students will 
be considered for cabinet positions at the 
same level, whether they are a senator with 
years of experience or a brand-new student 
who has never been involved in Student 
Government.  ey said they were excited 
for new students to bring in new ideas and 
new voices.
“You never know, there is always a gem 
out there,” Bhatia said.
As Graber and Bhatia thought about 
their cabinet, they added in a few new 
positions and have had a lot of applications 
for them, as well as for existing positions.
“We just want people who are passionate 
about their certain area in Cabinet, it doesn’t 
really matter if you come from Senate, from 
wherever,” Graber said. “As long as you 
really care about your position and bettering 
students in general, it doesn’t really matter 
to us.”
One of  the posit ions they brought 
back is called the Interpersonal Violence 
Information Coordinator. Part of the 
coordinator’s job will be to work with Green 
Dot and Assault Care Center Extending 
Shelter & Support (ACCESS) to educate 
students on what the programs are and how 
to use them.
The Student Organizations Relations 
Director is another new position.  eir job 
is to serve as a point of information for 
students and student organizations who 
need to get in contact with and go through 
the trademark process as well as a liaison 
between students and the Trademark and 
Licensing O  ce.
“Obviously, trademark has been a problem 
this year, so we wanted to have student 
representation set in stone to focus on areas 
of helping students,” Graber said.
Looking forward to the next year, Graber 
and Bhatia both emphasize the importance 
of putting students first and having a 
student-oriented presidency.
“At the end of the day, we represent the 
students,” Bhatia said. “Yes, we have to work 
with administration but at the end of the 
day, we have to stand for the students.”
Bhatia said that when he first came to 
Iowa State, he didn’t feel like he belonged at 
Iowa State. One of his priorities is changing 
the mindset of incoming freshman and 
incoming graduate students to show them 
that Iowa State cares about them.
“How do we reach those students and 
change their perspective if they have had a 
bad experience here at Iowa State?” Bhatia 
said.
Graber and Bhatia said as they begin their 
terms, they are excited for everything.
“It ’s been a blast,” Graber said. “We 
haven’t even been inaugurated yet and we 
will walk around and people will be like ‘Oh, 
it’s Vish and Austin, how’s it going?’ It’s just 
fun getting to interact with people.”
potential downside could be 
used against the people by 
the politics, and stuff that 
[Bugeja] mentioned is a lot 
more dangerous.”
Bringing this idea of the 
freedom in relation to the 
New Zealand manifesto 
and livestream shooting, 
Witherspoon questioned if 
these actions are protected 
by freedom of speech if the 
format of the video were 
to be changed, for example 
if it were to be on security 
camera. 
Dylan Tejral, a senior 
in journalism and mass 
communication, said that 
it could be protected by the 
First Amendment, since 
the action was politically 
motivated. Kobe Gaines, 
a junior in journalism and 
mass communication, said 
the video should be public, 
but limit the age of the 
viewer to those who are 18 
and above.
“I think if you’re 18 years 
old I think you should be 
able to watch it, you don’t 
want little kids, you know 
nieces or nephews, to watch 
that,” Gaines said. “But if 
you’re at the high school 
to college base level, and 
this, you know, is common 
around you in a sense, then 
I think you have the right to 
watch it.”
Witherspoon questioned 
t h e  i n t e n t  o f  f i l m i n g 
incidents similar to the 
shooting, such as actors 
filming horrific things or 
police body camera footage, 
she asked who is responsible 
for censoring this content. 
B u g e j a  s a i d  t h e 
responsibility of censorship 
falls upon large corporations 
s u c h  a s  Fac e b o ok  a n d 
Twitter. 
He continued to say that 
it is the responsibility of the 
government to protect the 
public from controversial 
content such as the New 
Zealand case.
“ e issue of that shooter 
v ideo  i s  not  rea l l y  the 
government, it’s Facebook, 
it ’s Twitter,” Bugeja said. 
“The idea is in this case, 
I think the government 
actually has a role to regulate 
corporations who profit 





Smith admitted later 
it was flirtatious texting. 
Several months after, their 
relationship started when 
they had sex when she was 
17. 
She later moves in with 
him for a couple months 
before he cheated on her 
with a 19-year-old girl.
“ T h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e 
inter v iews, through a l l 
these public documents, 
I  am able  to  p iece  this 
together,” Strong said.
Strong got the phone 
number of the o  cer from 
the teenager and asked 
to meet and talk. Strong 
had a 40-minute meeting 
in which Smith tried to 
explain his way out of the 
situation.
 e next Monday Smith 
was forced to resign and 
Strong quickly  nished the 
story to publish it the next 
day.
The day after the story 
was published, Burns got 
an email from the police 
officer ’s lawyer and they 
were sued for libel.
“I remember you coming 
out with the documents 
and I think he said ‘well it 
 nally happened,’” Strong 
said. 
“If you’re in newspapers 
long enough, p lenty  of 
people threaten to sue you 
and you don’t ever expect it 
to happen.”
The reason they were 
being sued for libel was 
their quoting of a source 
saying he was a pedophile.
Around eight or nine 
months and $200,000 in 
legal fees later, the judge 
dismissed it.
Berns said the situation 
restored his faith in the 
court system and in the 
First Amendment.
“ We  l o o k  a t  t h i s  a s 
a  v i c to r y  f o r  the  F i r s t 
Amendment, as a victory 
for the newspaper industry 
and a victory for young 
women,” Burns said. “We 
think we did our job but it 
was tough.”
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Iowa State Daily Media Voices editor Whitney Mason (right) and KCCI reporter/anchor 
Rheya Spigner (left) talk to a room of people about their experiences as a women of color 
in a newsroom. The two women received the 2019 Greenlee School and Kappa Tau Alpha 
Diversity & Inclusion Awards on April 10.
MIKINNA KERNS/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Vishesh Bhatia introduces himself during 
opening remarks for the vice presidential 
debate on Feb. 19.
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